


German Fairy Tales

Seminar Description:

Kassel and its surrounding area can be described as the birthplace of German fairy tales. The different places are connected by the so-called “German Fairy Tale Route”, which is 600 km long and stretches from Hanau in the South to Bremen in the North. Different fairy tales and legends are resurrected in many places close to Kassel. Here the Brothers Grimm spent the longest and most fruitful period of their lives. Although fairy tales come from many sources and places, the Brothers Grimm collected the oral versions of different fairy tales and composed one of the most influential books in the world: Grimm’s Children’s and Household Tales, which was translated into about 160 languages. The fascination and the prominence of fairy tales, their cultural significance and their personal relevance for humans are undoubted. Therefore it is of particular importance for students to receive an impression of typical German fairy tales written by the Brothers Grimm.   

Method:

In this course we will explore the genre and development of fairy tales. We will compare and contrast different fairy tales from around the world and especially interpret the stories of the Brothers Grimm. Different methods will allow us a holistic entrance to the famous und mystic world of fairy tales with its symbols and its specific language. Our target is to develop a knowledge and awareness of the cultural, ideological and historical framework of the fairy tales and to give an introduction to the academic study of them. We will train some strategies and skills for dealing with fairy tales. The seminar will provide a mixture of reading, interpreting, acting, rewriting and examining various media adaptations of common fairy tales. Furthermore we will visit museums and we will make excursions to different locations, which are linked with specific fairy tales.  

Requirements and Assessment:

Students wishing to earn credits are expected to attend class regularly. They should participate actively during the lectures. Every participant has to write a paper about one fairy tale. The different tasks we work on during the seminar (at the meetings or at home) shall be added to the portfolio.  

Lecturer: 

Sarah Alexi (M. A.), University of Kassel
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